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In North Korea, a port with no joy
5okl g0l = Z=0| gltt

- 108 4% Asia Times
<4 http://www.atimes.com/atimes/K orea/JJ04Dg01 html

NAMPO, North Korea - A single small freighter waited in
the West(or Yellow) Sea outside the locks to the entrance of
the Daedong River behind the West Sea barrage, an
eight-kilometer-long dam built in the 1980s to ease passage in
and out of this critical port 60 kilometers southwest of the
capital Pyongyang.

“It’s carrying rice,” said a guide, gazing from the hill
overlooking the locks. “We import rice and export coal.”

Another guide, heaping praise on the late Great Leader Kim
Il-sung for pushing the project as a “unique measure to
overcome the tides”, said 10 ships a day pass through the
locks on the way to the docks eight kilometers upstream.

The barrage remains as North Korea’s most impressive
accomplishment, not counting the cavernous stadiums and
theaters and museums and monuments in the capital, but the
small scale of trade provides an insight into the North's
pervasive economic problems.

These are compounded by the crisis over North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program, which has attracted heavy economic
and other sanctions. United States envoy Christopher Hill on
Friday ended a three-day visit to North Korea during which he
was to attempt to persuade Pyongyang not to restart its
program. Talks involving six countries over North Korea's
program have been stalled since mid-August over a dispute on
how to monitor its extent. Hill is due to soon report his
progress to the other countries involved - Japan, China, South
Korea and Russia.
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Pyongyang construction boom mystifies
Olsistr| el ¥ HE &

-- 108 3¥ Boston Globe
=7:http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2

008/10/03/pyongyang_construction_boom_mystifies/
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PYONGYANG, North Korea - It has been so long since
the sound has been heard in the North Korean capital that at
first it seems an illusion, a buzzing in the ear perhaps. But
no, that really is a power saw, and that pounding really is a
hammer at work at a construction site.

By the dizzying standards of Asia’s exploding mega-cities,
the construction underway here is nothing you could call a
real estate boom. But it is a remarkable - and somewhat
mysterious - development in a city that looks as though it
were frozen in time, with its Stalinist slabs of concrete from
the 1950s and ’60s.

Except for the monuments glorifying leader Kim Jong Il
and his father, Kim Il Sung, the founder of North Korea,
hardly anything new has gone up in decades. By night, the
city is so quiet you can hear a baby crying from far across
the Taedong River, which cuts through the center of town.

Yet these days, high-rise apartments in shades of pink are
taking shape near the Pueblo, the American spy ship captured
in 1968 and still anchored in the river. A tangle of
construction cranes juts into the skyline near Pothong Gate, a
re-creation of the old city wall. About 100,000 units are set to
be built over the next four years.

A modernistic, silver-sided box of a conference center is
complete. Theaters and hotels are being renovated. Streets have
been repaved and buildings repainted.
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