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Back from the brink
(Rt 629l) AFE2Z 2
- 108 142 Chicago Tribune
=X :http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chi-1014edit
20ct14,0,1371618.story

Last June, President Bushsaid he was preparing to remove
North Korea from the U.S. State Department list of state
sponsors of terror. But then . . . it didn't happen. The sticking
point: The administration wanted Pyongyang to allow extensive
inspections so American leaders could be sure the North was
telling the truth about how much nuclear weapon material it
had produced.

The North went ballistic, accusing the U.S. of reneging on
the deal. Pyongyang kicked everything in reverse. It closed its
nuclear facilities to inspectors and started to rebuild. And it
began to make serious preparations that could have ended with
more nukes in its arsenal.

On Saturday, this game of diplomatic chicken—with
unimaginably high stakes—ended, at least for the time being.
The U.S. removed North Korea from the terrorism list, arguing
that it had worked out the best deal possible.

The benefits of this deal were immediately apparent: The
North, which had closed its nuclear facilities to UN inspectors,
is allowing them again. Pyongyang announced that it would
resume disabling its atomic program. ~ cceec
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Setting a new course with North Korea
Sehae] M2 2A 75
- 10& 192 Washington Times
<4 http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2008/oct/
19/setting-a-new-course-with-north-korea/

North Korean agreement to resume disabling its plutonium
program and allow verification of its plutonium production in

R SEM SY ML

return for being delisted as a state sponsor of terrorism is
welcome news.

Yet the deal once again prompts a troubling question: How
can Washington avoid reacting under pressure from Pyongyang,
especially when the process of denuclearization could take
years to complete? Moreover, now that Kim Jong-il's health is
at issue, why take chances that his successor might be less
able to keep a nuclear deal or control North Korea's nuclear
weapons and material?

The answer to both questions is for Washington to put a
bigger deal on the negotiating table now.

Instead of the incremental approach taken so far, the new
U.S. president needs to propose a comprehensive menu of
sequenced actions toward a fundamentally new relationship
with North Korea - political, economic and strategic. In return,
Pyongyang needs to agree to satisfy international norms of
behavior, starting with steps to stop exporting nuclear
technology and eliminate its nuclear weapons and existing
nuclear programs. It also needs to welcome full
people-to-people relations signifying its willingness to join the
rest of the world.
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