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Korean detente railway becomes ghost train
ot 71y 2tatol HE2IF 7 EAL &L
- 108 23 Telegraph
<4 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/northk
orea/3247392/Korean-detente-railway-becomes-ghost-train.html

A daily train service between South and North Korea
that was opened as a symbol of reconciliation is nearly
always completely empty, according to rail operators.

The train began running in 2000, the long-delayed fruit
of an era of detente known as the “Sunshine Policy”.

The countries decided to rebuild the old rail line
between Seoul and Pyongyang, severed since the Korean
War of 1950-53.

Idealistic South Korean politicians suggested that after a
trial with freight trains, passenger services could commence,
linking the country not just to their cousins to the north
but with international rail lines heading for Moscow, Paris
and even London.
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Balance of power between the Koreas Peninsula’
SHEiE 8o Y
- 108 232 China Post
=] :http://www.chinapost.com.tw/commentary/the-china-post/a
rthur-cyr/2008/10/23/179974/Balance-of htm

The decision by the Bush administration to remove North
Korea from the list of terrorist states, in return for
Pyongyang’s decision to disable a key nuclear facility, may
prove to be more than just another move in an endless
game of chicken. This week, North Korea stated
unequivocally that U.N. inspectors would be allowed full
access.

North Korea complained that eight of eleven agreed steps
in disabling the nuclear facility at Yongbyon had been
taken, but had received only about half of an agreed 1
billion tons of oil aid in exchange. The current agreement
resulted from intense negotiations in 2007 involving China,
Japan and Russia as well as South Korea and the United
States.

R SMENM Y Mize

The situation is further complicated by the fact that the
United States is immersed in, and distracted by, the
presidential campaign and election, which underscores the
role of South Korea. The current administration in Seoul
has been comparatively hard-line toward North Korea, and
the frustration involved in the erratic behavior of
Pyongyang makes that fully understandable.
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