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North Korea in the Slow Lane
M&yol &of 23t
- 108 31 Asia Sentinel
=] :http://asiasentinel.com/index.php?option=com_content&tas
k=view&id=1513&Itemid=179
Cult Myung Moon helps Kim Jong-II build Fiat knockoffs
for which there are no drivers
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Since 2004, Pyongyang has started to boast billboards —
not pictures of the smiling Dear Leader or Great Leader
exhorting increases in production, but actual advertisements for
actual products — an actual single product, rather.

Scattered around the city of almost 3 million people, the
billboards all promote the same company: Pyeonghwa (Peace)
Motors, North Korea’s only passenger car manufacturer. A
joint venture started in 2002 between the Reverend Sun
Myung Moon’s Unification Church and North Korea’s
Ryongbong Corporation, the factory produces a tiny amount of
cars for a tiny domestic market.

Does it make economic sense to build or invest in a car
factory for a country with 23 million people but fewer than
30,000 vehicles, a city where cars are so scarce that in the
warmer months, traffic ladies swinging their stop signs act in
place of electric lights, where hardly anybody knows how to
drive? And why is Sun Mymung Moon, owner of an
international business empire and a virulentinvesting in North
Korea? -+

20044 o]a] Eﬂokg] %l—ﬂﬁ}oﬂ/ﬂ‘;
BRI e or s
= 20024 A

o S UPOl ea# 4 9 we A5
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US seeks energy assistance for N. Korea
nj2o| =30l O3t ofL{x XY2S 1 AU
- 118 1€ AP
=] http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM SiURO8fOyW VOAOyt
FlaAGuC9F7R9wD945TDF85

The United States has asked Australia, New Zealand and
the European Union whether they could provide energy
assistance to North Korea under an aid-for-disarmament deal, a
South Korean official said Saturday.

Under last year’s landmark six-nation pact, North Korea
was promised the equivalent of 1 million tons of energy aid
from the U.S., South Korea, China, Japan and Russia in return
for dismantling its nuclear facilities. Japan, however, has
refused to donate its part of energy shipment amid a dispute
over Pyongyang’s abduction of its citizens in the past.

Foreign Minister Yu Myung-hwan said in an interview
published Saturday in the Korea Times that the U.S. tapped
the opinions of the three parties about taking part in the
energy aid instead of Japan.
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