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Obama's victory gives North Korea a choice
2ut0te] 527t MAlste ot M
- 1138 5 UPI Asia

S A:http://www.upiasia.com/Security/2008/11/05/obamas_victo
ry_gives north korea a choice/5451/

Barack Obama’s victory in the U.S. presidential election
will offer a chance for North Korea to build confidence
with  the
long-standing goal of normalizing diplomatic ties with

Democratic  administration and achieve its
Washington, officials and analysts in Seoul say.
But they warn North Korea tougher

challenges than it did with the Bush administration unless

could face

the communist country gives up its nuclear programs and
other weapons of mass destruction.

“The election of Obamais welcome news for North
Korea,”
that the
“aggressive, sustained and direct diplomacy” in dealing with
Pyongyang.

Obama has tried to distance himself from the

a South Korean government official said, noting

Democratic candidate has vowed to pursue

Bush
administration’s hard-line policies toward North Korea,
highlighted by his labeling of Pyongyang as a “rogue state”

and a charter member of the “axis of evil.”
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