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Obama's and North Korea
QHOte}t 6t

- 112 192 CFR(Council on Foreign Relations)
=X :http://www.cfr.org/publication/17818/

There’s a lot of speculation about how President-elect
Obama will organize his administration to address a truly
daunting list of security challenges, including a global
economic crisis, Iraq, and Afghanistan. On the list of potential
crises that the Obama administration will inherit come January
20th will be the task of achieving the denuclearization of the
Korean peninsula.

There’s already been considerable speculation regarding how
an Obama administration will approach the North Korean
issue, especially in Seoul, Tokyo, and Beijing.Much of that
has tended toward the dramatic idea that Mr. Obama himself
would seek an early breakthrough with North Korea through
personal diplomacy at the highest levels.

However, given the challenges he faces, it’s more likely the
first task will be to choose advisors who are likely to affirm
the willingness of a new administration to normalize
diplomatic relations with a denuclearized North Korea and
chart a path that addresses North Korea holistically, as both a
regional security and a non-proliferation challenge, and that
also seeks to utilize North Korea as an opportunity to remake
a stable Korean peninsula and a stable Northeast Asia.
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Latest Threats May Mean North Korea Wants to
Talk = ?IE2 Uttt Mz
- 11& 202 New York Times
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For 10 years, South Korea has pursued a “sunshine

59

policy” as its master plan for transforming North Korea.
Under that banner, South Korea funneled billions of dollars
to the North for new factories, hotels and food, and
millions of South Korean tourists poured across the border.
But eight months after President Lee Myung-bak came
to office here promising a harder approach, the once
vaunted policy has unraveled. North Korea has cut off
high-level dialogue with the South. It has severed Red
Cross-managed telephone “hot lines”
demilitarized zone. In July, a North Korean soldier shot

crossing the

and killed a South Korean tourist visiting its Diamond
Mountain resort, leading to its closing.

The North is now threatening to shut down an industrial
complex in the North Korean town of Kaesong, the best
South Korea had to show for its 10 years of sunshine
policy. During an inspection tour earlier this month, a
high-ranking North Korean general turned to the South
Korean factory owners and asked, “How soon do you think
you can pack your gear and go home?” ---+-
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