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NKorea reshuffles cabinet to focus on economy
Setol Wzs dH /A= JHHSIT
- 19 79 AFP
<= ]:http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5
iDwibdTDVRRRYQcWDxtWncTR2ESw

Communist North Korea has replaced at least nine
cabinet ministers in a major reshuffle seen as a new bid to
revive its stagnant economy, Seoul officials said Tuesday.

South Korea’s unification ministry, which closely
monitors the North’s official media, said Pyongyang had
replaced its finance, trade and commerce ministers.

New faces were also beingbrought in at ministries
overseeing the metal industry, electricity sector, railways,
forestry and fisheries. There was also to be a new
minister-level economic cooperation commission chief.

Unification ministry spokesman Kim Ho-Nyoun told a
briefing Seoul could identify five of the nine new cabinet
members in the secretive state, adding more could be
replaced.
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SKorean farmers urge resuming food aid to North
=2etel LSOl tfs MR MAHE SR
- 19 89 VOA
<] http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2009/01/08/asia/AS-Kore
as-Food-Aid.php

South Korean farmers urged their government Thursday
to resume regular food aid to North Korea as they prepared
to send their own rice shipment to the impoverished
neighbor.

Seoul was a major aid donorto the North when it sought
detente on the divided peninsula under two previous liberal
administrations. But the aid stopped after conservative,
pro-U.S. President Lee Myung-bak took office last year
with criticism of unconditional assistance to the North.

On Wednesday, South Korea’s largest farmers’
organization — the liberal-leaning Korean Peasants League
—called for legislation that authorizes regular rice shipments
to the North — a measure aimed at shielding humanitarian
aid from political tensions.

Spokesman Kim Ho-nyeon of the Unification Ministry,
which handles relations with the North, said the government
is not considering legislation.
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