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Clinton promises to renew U.S. leadership
glaja] SRIE0] 029 ZEUS MZ0| B%S Al
- 14 139 CNN
< #]:http://edition.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/01/13/clinton.co
nfirmation/?iref=hpmostpop

Sen. Hillary Clinton told the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee on Tuesday that she aims to “renew America’s
leadership” in a world that has undergone an “extraordinary
transformation” since the end of the Cold War and is now
facing “great peril.” -+

The biggest danger to U.S. security, Clinton emphasized,
is that weapons of mass destruction will fall into the hands
of terrorists.

For that reason, she asserted, she favors a “tough,
reality-based approach to North Korea” as the best way to
minimize or eliminate the regime’s role as a proliferator of
deadly weapons and nuclear technology.

While Clinton supports the six-party talks as “a vehicle
for us to exert pressure on North Korea in a way that is
more likely to alter their behavior,” she also said that she
is under “no illusions” about the scope of the challenge
presented by the rogue regime. She indicated that the entire
“record of negotiation [with North Korea] up to this date”
is under review.

Clinton also stated, however, that the talks aimed at
ending North Korea’s nuclear program provided a unique
opportunity for bilateral contact between the United States
and a regime once labeled by President Bush as part of the
“axis of evil.” -+
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NKorea to crack down on markets to stem imports
=eto] +US AHSH| flof AES HESI
- 14 159 AP
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Il has reportedly ordered
a crackdown on street markets in an apparent move to
reassert control over the economy amid an influx of foreign
goods into the isolated country.

The authoritarian leader has ordered that all manufactured
goods and imported items be sold at state-run shops rather
than markets beginning this month, South Korea's Chosun
IIbo newspaper said.

Street markets have been allowed to spring up in
communist North Korea in recent years, but officials are
concerned about the infiltration of movies and music from
the U.S. and South Korea into the reclusive country,
analysts said.

“The growth of markets poses a threat to the North
Korean regime,” Park Hyeong-joong, a North Korea expert
at the government-funded Korea Institute for National
Unification, told The Associated Press on Wednesday.

Defectors from North Korea say South Korean pop
culture is gaining popularity in the North, with DVDs of
films and television soap operas smuggled into the country
from China. -+

In Seoul, a Unification Ministry official said he had
heard about the crackdown but could not confirm the
details reported in the Chosun Ilbo. An intelligence official
said he knew about the crackdown but declined to
elaborate. Both asked not be named because they were not
authorized to speak to the media.

Park said a complete crackdown would be impossible to
enforce because North Koreans rely on the markets to make
a living.
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