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Preparing for Sudden Change in North Korea
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It possesses nuclear weapons and missiles to deliver them,
and despite some progress, it is by no means clear that the
ongoing six-party talks will be able to reveal the full extent of
the country’s nuclear activities, much less persuade Pyongyang
to give them up. The United States maintains tens of
thousands of forces on the Korean peninsula in support of its
commitments to the Republic of Korea (South Korea), a
country with which the North is still technically at war. And
the peninsula sits in a strategically vital region, where the
United States, China, Russia, Japan, and South Korea all have
important interests at stake.

All of this puts a premium on close attention to and
knowledge of developments in North Korea. Unfortunately,
Kim Jong-II’s government is perhaps the world’s most difficult
to read or even see. This Council Special Report,
commissioned by CFR’s Center for Preventive Action and
authored by Paul B. Stares and Joel S. Wit, focuses on how
to manage one of the central unknowns: the prospect of a
change in North Korea’s leadership.
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