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The North Korean food situation: too early to break
out the Champagne - Asia Pacific Bulletin, No 27

Setel Mg o dmels SHe|0 HF ol=rt
- 29 59 Relief Web
<= ]:http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/CJAL-INY
RGD?0penDocument
FFa1 A} http:/Awww.reliefweb. int/rw/rwb.nsf/retrieveattachme
nts?openagent&shortid=CJAL-7NYRGD&file=Full_Report.pdf
North Korea has suffered chronic hunger problems for
two decades. A famine in the 1990s killed up to one
million people and shortages have remained endemic. Most
observers believe that the recent harvest is the best in
years, but even under optimistic scenarios, food-related
distress is likely to continue. Stephan Haggard and Marcus
Noland discuss North Korea’s current food situation and the

10 SOENTHZAIAL www krlove.net



20094 28 92 HFRA

prospects for the future.
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Marcus Noland—

e

NKorea may fire missiles across sea border: report
SeH0| Sl EAE 8o nlAIE S A 4 A
- 29 69 AFP

= ]:http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ ALeqMSje
we55b5ZQP0X50ZITB8289VjAqw

North Korea may fire short-range missiles
disputed sea border with South Korea to bolster its
sabre-rattling campaign against the Seoul government, media
reports said Friday.

Seoul officials believe this is the likeliest form of
provocation from the communist state, according to the Chosun
Ilbo newspaper and Yonhap news agency.

across its

The North, which is fiercely hostile to Seoul’s conservative
government, announced last week it has scrapped all peace
agreements with the South including one covering the Yellow
Sea borderline.

Its official media has repeatedly warned of a possible armed
clash.

Pyongyang is also apparently preparing for a separate
long-range missile test-launch, according to US and South
Korean officials this week. Washington has said any such
launch would be “provocative.”

Chosun said Seoul security officials at a meeting on
January 30 -- the day the North scrapped its pacts --
concluded that a missile launch over the Northern Limit Line
was the likeliest provocation.
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