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North Korea back to brinkmanship
Se0] ‘HEFET'Z SOt
- 29 69 UPI Asia

= A]:http://www.upiasia.com/Politics/2009/02/06/north_korea b
ack to_brinkmanship/5413/

North Korea’s recent bluster and saber rattling fit a pattern
that the so-called rogue state has followed for decades in
order to tame new administrations in the United States and
South Korea, reminding them that dealing with Pyongyang is a
game of diplomatic hardball.

The communist country has created crises on the Korean
peninsula whenever it wants to grab attention from new
leaders and gain the upper hand in future negotiations, experts
here say.

Once talks have started, the North slows the negotiations by
slicing up the agenda and setting conditions for moving from
one item to another in what analysts call “salami tactics,”
aimed at maximizing its gains at each stage. If the negotiating
partner balks, it uses brinkmanship.
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NKorea tightens its economic grip, restricts market

trading
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-- 29 12% Bangkok Post

<4 :http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asian/1 3648 1 /nkorea-ti
ghtens-its-economic-grip-restricts-market-trading

North Korea has clamped down on fast-growing free
markets for fear they could undermine the communist state's
power over its people, analysts and observers say.

The regime in late November banned general markets which

sell consumer goods from early next year. It severely restricted
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the operations of food stalls, according to the Daily NK web
newspaper and other analysts.

The food markets known as “jangmadang,” some of which
currently open daily, will be allowed to operate just three
times a month and to sell only vegetables and certain other
farm products.

Staples such as rice and corn will be sold only at state
distribution centres.
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