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Obama to talk economy, North Korea with Japan PM
QUIF A=yt ZH 2t :OF =HE =g Aot

-- 29 18 Focus Information Agency
=] http://www.focus-fen.net/index.php?id=n171276

Washington. US President Barack Obama will host Japanese
Prime Minister Taro Aso in Washington on February 24 to
discuss the global financial crisis and North Korea, the White
House said Tuesday.

“Japan is a close friend and a key ally of the United States
and the President looks forward to discussing ways in which
the two countries can strengthen cooperation on regional and
global challenges,” White House spokesman Robert Gibbs said
in a statement, AFP informs.

“The two leaders will consult on effective measures to
respond to the global financial crisis and will discuss North
Korea and other issues.”

On the first full day of her Asian tour, US Secretary
ofState Hillary Clinton sought to reassure Japan by backing it
on North Korea and announcing that Aso would be the first
foreign leader to visit the White House since Obama was
inaugurated last month.
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North Korea ‘ready for war with South’
Sor0| Eetnt MYE FH|IF EORUACP I
- 29 199 Guardian
<A :http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/feb/19/hillary-clinto
n-korea-war

R SrENM S Mo

North Korea said today that it was ready for war with the
South, hours before Hillary Clinton’s arrival in Seoul on the
latest leg of her maiden tour as US secretary of state.

Pyongyang has ratcheted up its rhetoric in recent weeks and
is thought to be preparing for a missile launch, in what many
see as an attempt to grab the attention of the new US
administration and put pressure on South Korea. It has hinted
that it seeks a rapprochement with the US while repeatedly
threatening its neighbour.

“[The South Korean president’s] group of traitors should
never forget that the [North] Korean People's Army is fully
ready for an all-out confrontation,” the North’s KCNA news
agency said, quoting an unnamed military official.

It added that the country could be forced to counter-strike
against joint US-South Korean military drills announced
yesterday, which Seoul and Washington say are defensive.
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