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North Korea ends registration for upcoming election
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-- 3¢Y 05% Asia One /AFP
== ] hitp://news.astaone.com/News/Latest%2BNews/Asia/Story/A1St
ory20090305-126341.html

North Korea has completed candidate registration for
upcoming parliamentary elections, which are seen by some
analysts as laying the groundwork for an eventual power
transition.

"Servicepersons, workers, farmers and intellectuals" who
have devotedly worked for the party, country, people and
leader Kim Jong-1I were nominated, the official Korean Central
News Agency said early Thursday.

The agency, quoting an election committee report, said “the
entire  electorate” expressed conviction that the nominees
"would devote themselves to the sacred struggle to strengthen
the government of the Republic, firmly defend the socialist
system and build a great prosperous and powerful nation."

The outcome of Sunday's election to the rubber-stamp
Supreme People's Assembly is not in doubt. Candidates are
picked by the government or the ruling communist party, and
only one runs in each seat.

In the last election in 2003, official media boasted a
99.9-percent voter turnout and 100-percent support for every
candidate. -
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A nuclear deal with North Korea?
=51710| HEah
-- 39 01 Daily times

= 2] http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C03%
5C01%5Cstory_1-3-2009_pg3_6

At the current glacial pace of the negotiations,
we're unlikely to see a denuclearised North Korea
before Obama leaves office, even if he is re-elected
in 2012. Of course, there’'s one sure way to
jump-start the negotiation process: Send Hillary
Clinton to Pyongyang

With US spy satellites focused on North Korea for
the announced launch of a satellite aboard an
intercontinental ballistic missile capable of reaching
Alaska, the idea of a nuclear deal with Pyongyang
may seem remote. But that would be a hasty
conclusion. The long-range missile test may well be
North Korea's habitual way of seeking attention and
getting an invitation to talk.

It's not that Washington does not want to talk, but
it will be difficult to deliver what North Korea wants

R SENM Y MizoL

— US recognition and massive economic aid and
dissolution of US-South Korea military alliance in
exchange for a promise of dismantling its nuclear
programme.

Indeed during her recent visit to Asia, Secretary of
State  Hillary  Clinton  suggested the Obama
administration will adopt a balanced approach that
combines multilateral talks with bilateral engagement
with Pyongyang. The challenge will be to get the
other key players to support this strategy.-:-:
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