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China unruffled over North Korean launch
ST SO YA Mol ESS RAlS

- 39 24 Asia Time Online
= | http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/K C24Ad01.htm|

BEIJING - Amid signs of mounting tensions on the
Korean Peninsula over Pyongyang's nuclear and
weapons programs, China has remained calm and
seems reluctant to use strong words of criticism for
its neighbor and long-time communist ally.

Beijing hosted North Korea's Premier Kim Yong-Il
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last week, a visit which came in the middle of an
escalating row between the international community
and Pyongyang over its plans to launch what it
claims is an experimental satellite but that the United
States and South Korea maintain is a ballistic missile
test.

Regional powers have warned the launch will
trigger international sanctions that could lead to the
collapse of the stagnant North Korean economy and
further destabilize the volatile state. But Beijing has
retained its poise and continues to urge Pyongyang to
cooperate with efforts to resume stalled international
talks on dismantling its nuclear programs:--
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Pyongyang warns U.S. against sanctions for launch
=510 029 th= RMo| Cha ZT5HCt

-- 3% 24¥ International Herald Tribune
=7 http://www.iht.com/articles/2009/03/24/asia/north.php

North Korea said Tuesday that if the United States
pushed for United Nations sanctions in response to
its planned rocket launch, it would quit the already
stalled six-nation talks on ending its nuclear weapons
program.

North  Korea said it would launch a
communications satellite between April 4 and 8. The
United States, Japan and South Korea believe the
launch is a cover for testing long-range ballistic
missile technology, and have warned that they will
try to punish such a move in the U.N. Security
Council.

They say that for North Korea, a country that
hardly has enough money to feed its own people, the
costly "satellite" program is nothing but a disguise
for testing its long-range ballistic missile technology.
Launching a satellite and a ballistic missile uses the
same technology, they say--
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