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After Latest Brinksmanship, Engaging North Korea
x| 29 HYEMs 0|%, S8t =Aof 251K
- 449 64 CFR
= ZW http://www.cfr.org/publication/19044/after_latest_brinksmans
hip_engaging_north_korea.html?breadcrumb=%2Findex

North Korea reported a successful satellite launch
into orbit on April 5, which the United States, South
Korea, and Japan suspected was a cover for a
long-range missile test. The UN Security Council held
an emergency meeting but failed to reach immediate
agreement (LAT) on an international response as
Russia and China urged restraint. CFR Senior Fellow
for Japan Studies Sheila A. Smith says Pyongyang is
"clearly bent on acquiring a delivery capability that
would make their nascent nuclear program more
effective." She says Washington must pursue
diplomacy through its allies in Northeast Asia as well
as through the Six-Party Talks "to reassure North
Korea that diplomacy is what we are intent on but
also to reassure North Korea that it doesn't really
have any other options but to proceed in the
conversation with us++--
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North Korea's Kim tightens grip on power
ssto] 2P0l A Ysteirt
- 449 94 UPI
= 2 http://www.upiasia.com/Politics/2009/04/09/north_koreas_kim
_tightens_grip_on_power/4826/

Seoul, South Korea — While the international
community 1s seeking sanctions against North Korea
for its rocket launch last weekend, the reclusive
country is fanning a festive atmosphere by staging a
massive loyalty rally to mark the beginning of Kim
Jong 1l's third term as ruler.

Kim, who is thought to have suffered a stroke last
summer, had himself re-elected to another five-year
term on Thursday as chairman of the National
Defense Commission, the country's top control tower.

The country's parliament, the Supreme People's
Assembly, "upheld" Kim, 67, as chief of the military
body that oversees the country's 1.2 million—strong
military, the backbone of his iron—fisted rule and
"songun" (army-first) politics, according to the North's
state media----+
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