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France announces special North Korea mission %
2 53 54 oH

- 102 2¥ Taiwan News

=

?g"]IhttpI//\\'\\'\\'.etaiwannews.com/etn/ne\\'s,coment.php?
1d=1071908&lang=eng_news

French President Nicolas Sarkozy is assigning an
envoy to a special North Korea mission to evaluate
ways France can help end the standoff over the
country's nuclear program.

A statement from Sarkozy's office Thursday said
envoy Jack Lang will analyze under what

2009 108 5 ERY

circumstances France might establish relations with
North Korea, "taking into account the need for
progress on the nuclear question, on its relations
with South Korea, and the humanitarian and human
rights situation."

Neither Sarkozy's office nor Lang's would
confirm whether Lang was going to visit North
Korea, which would be an unusual foray for a
French envoy.

Lang was a longtime Socialist government
minister. He went to Cuba in March on a similar
mission ordered by Sarkozy.
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Chinese Premier Greeted by Kim Jong-il at Airport

of

in Pyongyang #AY T FE HF R 3F 9
- 109 4¥ The Korea Times
= ‘http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2009
/10/113_52866.html

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao was greeted by
North Korean leader Kim Jong-il when he arrived
in Pyongyang, in a trip expected to focus on
reviving multilateral negotiations on the North's
nuclear program.

Kim received the Chinese premier at the Sunan
Airport in the North Korean capital, Yonhap News
said. Wen is the highest-ranking figure to visit the
allied neighbor since Chinese President Hu Jintao
traveled there in 2005.

Wen's three-day visit is officially aimed at
attending celebrations in Pyongyang for the 60th
anniversary of the allies' diplomatic relations, but it
is widely viewed as focused on diplomacy for
reviving the stalled disarmament talks and China's
expected economic assistance to the North.

The disarmament forum also involves South
Korea, the United States, China, Japan and Russia.
North Korea quit the talks in April in protest of
U.N. criticism over its long-range rocket launch,
which was widely viewed by Western powers as a
test of its ballistic missile technology. Responding
to subsequent U.N. sanctions, Pyongyang conducted
its second nuclear test in May.

North Korea shifted to conciliatory diplomacy in
August, inviting Stephen Bosworth, U.S. special
representative for North Korea policy, in an
attempt to make a breakthrough with bilateral talks.

.
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Last month, the North Korean leader said he was
open to either '"bilateral or multilateral talks,"
hinting the country may return to the six-—party
talks. He made the remarks to a visiting Chinese
presidential envoy, Dai Bingguo.

Washington is expected to announce a trip to
Pyongyang by Bosworth after Wen's visit.

North Korea, meanwhile, hailed Wen's visit with
an editorial in the Rodong Sinmun, the newspaper
of the Workers' Party, stressing the visit "clearly
illustrates that the party and the government of
China attach great importance to the friendship"
between the two countries. The report was carried
by the state-run radio, the Korean Central
Broadcasting Station.

Wen's trip will "open a new chapter in the
history of the friendship" and be "a great
encouragement to the Korean people

n

who are
striving to build a prosperous nation, the paper
added.
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